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Since 2012, the CEELI Institute 
has fostered and supported its 
Central and East European Judicial 
Exchange Network, comprised of 
some of the best and brightest rising 
judges from eighteen countries 
in the region who regularly come 
together to share best practices on 
issues of judicial independence, 
transparency, accountability, 
efficiency, and ethics.

The Network facilitates career 
growth and development for the 
judges, fosters peer engagement 
and produces concrete tools 
to better assist the judges in 
performing their duties.  Network 
judges often undertake innovative 
projects in their own countries, and 
the CEELI Institute supports them 
in their efforts. To date, over 200 
judges have directly participated in 
Network events and projects.

As the CEE Judicial Network 
celebrates its eighth year, we are 
delighted to announce our Eighth 
Annual Conference, to once again 
gather our Network members 
from across the region to engage 
on issues that are most pressing 
for the judicial profession. This 
year’s program takes place against 
a background of unprecedented 
change that has seen many judicial 
systems in CEE struggle with 
implementation of remote and 
digital justice solutions as a means 
of keeping the courts functioning 
in an accountable manner while 
maintaining access to justice 
during the global pandemic.
 

In keeping with pandemic 
restrictions, this year’s Annual 
Conference will be virtual; we will 
have a two and a half hour format 
of panels and discussion, which 
will include a 15 minute break. 

We will use this year’s conference 
to look specifically at issues 
with implementation of digital 
solutions, and we will hear from 
experts in the field about risks 
and challenges.  We will look at 
progress in the region as we begin 
to return to more normal, post-
pandemic conditions. And we will 
share the results of our region wide 
survey on Digitalisation and the 
Courts. 

We will also look at the continuing 
threats to the independence on the 
judiciary and to the independent 
administration of justice in the 
region, and the strains this places 
on individual judges. Special 
attention will be given to conditions 
in Poland, as a bell-weather for 
governmental attacks on the 
judiciary and the rule of law.
 
We invite you to join us to discuss 
these themes which are of relevance 
to all judges and others working in 
the justice sector in the region who 
care about the rule of law.
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