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	ADMINISTRATIVE COURT– RUSE


  Bulgaria, Ruse 7000,  6 Tsaribrod St, tel. + 359 82 511 631, fax  + 359 82 511 664 
                  e-mail: as@admcourt-ruse.com, www.admcourt-ruse.com
LETTER FOR EXPRESSION OF INTERESTS
Exchange Programme - Bilateral Group Exchanges between Courts
Name of  Institution      Administrative Court of Ruse, Bulgaria   


Contact Person              Mrs Elga Tsoneva            

Position                         President of the court

Address                         6, Tsaribrod Str, Rousse – 7000, Bulgaria

Telephone/Fax               tel.+ 359 82 511 631; fax: +359 82 511 664

E-mail                            as@admcourt-ruse.com 
Web                           www.admcourt-ruse.com 

Declares that in case of approval it will participate in the Exchange Programme for Judicial Authorities – Bilateral exchanges between courts of the EU Member States.
The Administrative Court of Ruse, Bulgaria would like to visit the Administrative Court of Lisbon, Portugal, as partner in the 2016 Bilateral Group Exchanges between Courts.
I – Institutional profile

The court was established in 2006 under the provisions of Administrative Procedures Code. It is based in the city of Ruse and started performing its functions on 1st March 2007.  The court hears cases brought by individuals and legal entities against the acts of public authorities - state or local government authorities. It is an administrative court of general competence and considers all types of administrative cases with the exception of tax cases.
The court has jurisdiction over cases covering a wide range of subjects/subject matter: 

urban planning; customs; environmental protection; discrimination; citizenship, legal status of foreigners in BG; asylum and immigration; consumer protection; local government and local administration; public employment and public officers; traffic control; pensions and social rights, etc. 

Although the court has general jurisdiction over all types of administrative cases there are some cases which are typical for this court due to the specific location of the judicial area it covers. The judicial area (city of Ruse and several other municipalities) is situated on the border with Romania. The seats of the regional customs office and police and migration control office are situated in Ruse. 

Each year around 1100 - 1200 new cases are filed at the court.
The court activities are governed by Judiciary System Act, Administrative Procedure Code, and Civil Procedure Code.

The court is composed of 7 judges. They are assisted in their judicial work by 2 legal assistants and 13 court clerks. Other 10 employees perform various functions – court administrator, accountant, IT expert, public relations expert, etc.

The Administrative Court of Ruse has already had experience in participating in short term EJTN exchange programs. In 2014 two judges visited administrative courts in Spain and Portugal. In 2014 the Court hosted for one week a group of 7 judges from 5 EU countries – Netherlands, Italy, Austria, Slovakia, and Germany. In 2015 one judge visited an administrative Court in Spain. 

II – Aims of the exchange and expected benefits

We believe that there is a need to strengthen mutual trust and confidence among judicial authorities in different states, which is in turn the cornerstone for efficient cooperation in the area of justice. This, however, cannot be achieved without promoting a greater understanding of the diverse legal traditions in the enlarged European Union (EU) and progressive elimination of those differences which create imbalances and obstacles. By taking part in the Exchange programme for Judicial Authorities – Bilateral Exchanges between courts we would like to share knowledge, views and ideas in order to foster the achievement of the mentioned priorities.

We believe that participating in the Exchange Program will contribute to improving the understanding among judicial authorities and different legal systems and, therefore, to contribute to the reinforcement of mutual confidence and judicial cooperation and achievement of common European judicial culture.
We expect that getting knowledge and deeper understanding of another legal system and court proceedings especially in administrative justice, sharing experience and good practice  on the topics listed below will be of mutual benefit for both courts/institutions.

Last but not the least, the exchange will be beneficial for improvement of foreign language skills.

We are deeply convinced that having closer contacts and exchanging experience would be of great importance for the further progress of the judicial institutions in Portugal and Bulgaria. 
III – Draft programme and schedule of the exchange

Detailed programme will be further consulted with the Administrative court of Lisbon. The Letter of Intent signed by the President of the Lisbon Administrative Court sets out the topic areas suggested for discussion during the five consecutive days of the visit. The exchange can be scheduled for October 2016 and depends on the Portuguese partner availability.  The working language will be English.
The visiting group will consist of 5 administrative judges.
Topics suggested for discussion during the exchange:

1. Management of the court

· Case management electronic system
· Financial resources and role of the Court’s President and the Secretary

· The clerk’s functions

· Distribution of cases by electronic system
· Access to the court

· Public relations

2. Legal status of Administrative Judges

· Judges’ status under the Law and the Constitution

· Performance and evaluation of judges 
·  Disciplinary measures

3. Administrative justice

· General rules of the procedures applied in administrative justice;
· Urgent procedures in order to stop effects of administrative acts;

· Urgent procedures to avoid expulsion foreigners or asylum applicants;
· Cases of  state liability  - delayed justice; infringement of human rights;
·  Urban planning and environmental law;
· Cases related to immigration and asylum;
· EU Law and its effects in cases solved by administrative courts;

· International Conventions in human rights matters. 
We hope that the exchange will be approved by the EJTN and will take place under the Exchange Programme for Bilateral group exchanges between courts.
Judge Elga Tsoneva

President of the Administrative Court Ruse – Bulgaria
