Concept Note
« EU Support for Internal Market »
CRIS 2023/ 445-054

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND METHODOLOGICAL DETAILS


	The project EU Support for Internal Market (EU4IM) aims to promote the integration of the Serbian market into the internal market of the EU through the improvement of the efficiency of Serbian institutional agents and its alignment of EU acquis on internal market.

Against this background, the support to the judiciary to update and increase the technical capacities to deal with complex cases is a priority for Serbia, as highlighted in the Serbian 2024 Report drafted by the European Commission. This project specifically deals with the topics of Competition and Intellectual Property Rights. 

A mission by a EU senior judge was carried out to elaborate the training needs assessment in order to draft an efficient and sustainable training strategy that has been validated with the competent Courts and the Judicial Academy.

The approach agreed with the Serbian Judicial Academy consists of conducting a Training of trainers in Competition and Intellectual Property Rights.

 In that regard, the Courts will select a pool of Serbian judges, mainly from the Administrative and Commercial Court, who will attend the complete training itinerary, composed of 8 seminars. In addition, an ad hoc seminar for criminal infringements will be organized for the Criminal Court and Administrative Court, the Public Prosecution Office, and other relevant administrations. In Annex I, the main topics of the seminars are provided.

In addition to the pool of judges who will follow the complete itinerary, relevant Courts will be invited to complement the number of participants for each seminar, selecting other interested judges only in the specific subject of that specific seminar.

The training sessions, which will run from April 2025 (the first seminar is proposed for 10th and 11th April 2025)  until the project's estimated date of finalization in November 2026, will be designed as workshops based in case studies, where EU practical cases, the EU relevant jurisprudence and the possible interaction with the national legislation and jurisprudence will be discussed. Table I includes an overview of the seminars, including tentative dates, topics and main participants

The duration of each of the seminars will last a day and a half in Belgrade. Annex II contains an example of the generic workshop’s organization.







The project EU4IM is engaging EU specialized judges in Competition and Intellectual Property to act as trainers in this program.

With the aim of making the most of these seminars, being more practical, dynamic and interactive, the trainers, who will be EU judges specialize in Competition and Intellectual Property, will ask for collaboration of the participants before the training sessions (2 weeks before, approximately). In Annex III, the minimum requested profile of the trainers is provided.

The collaboration between trainers and participants may consist of the delivery of information from national cases that can be related to the topics of the sessions, including some questions, reflections etc. Also, some complementary topics related to the ones proposed in the Annex I can be proposed to the trainers

In addition, there is the possibility for the participants to act as rapporteur of the main aspects of the national legislation and the current interaction with the EU legislation, which would include a short presentation to the trainers and the  rest of participants. 

Logistics, financial and other complementary details are included in Annex V.
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	ITINERARY
	Tentative Date
	Topics
	Main Participants

	ITINERARY 1
	10th and 11th April 2025
	EU Trademarks and Community Designs
	








Commercial Courts
Administrative Courts
Civil Courts


	ITINERARY 2
	June 2025
	Introduction to EU Competition Law. Digital Markets
	

	ITINERARY 3
	September 2025
	EU Competition Public Enforcement, article 101 TFEU
	

	ITINERARY 4
	November 2025
	EU Geographical Indications
	

	ITINERARY 5
	February 2026
	EU Competition Public Enforcement, article 102 TFEU
	

	ITINERARY 6
	April 2026
	EU Patent Law
	

	ITINERARY 7
	June 2026
	EU Competition Private Enforcement
	

	ITINERARY 8
	September 2026
	EU Copyright
	

	ITINERARY 9
	November 2026
	EU Criminal Law in the field of IP
	Criminal Courts, Public Prosecution Office, Administrative Court
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	QUALIFICATIONS AND SKILLS

	· Advanced English (min. C1)
· Good communication and reporting skills.

	GENERAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

	· A minimum of 5 years of proven work experience, preferably 8 years, as a Judge
· For the Itinerary 9, the required profile is judge or prosecutor, prioritising the selection of prosecutors. 
· For the rest of the itineraries (1 to 8) the required profile is judge. 
· A minimum of 5 years of proven work experience, preferably 8 years, in Judicial Training and/or training of trainers


	SPECIFIC PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

	· Demonstrated work experience in delivering training for judges

· Extensive professional expertise in dealing with Intellectual Property Rights and Competition) cases (min. 5 years) in the topics of the seminars.

	ADDITIONAL CRITERIA

	· Previous experience/s in international Projects in the Balkans will be an advantage.
· Previous experience/s with judicial entities in Serbia and/or with the Judicial Academy of Serbia will be an advantage.
· Knowledge of Serbo-Croatian will be an advantage.
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Annex V. Financial, logistical and other complementary details

	ACTIVITY
	Training of trainers for Serbian Judiciary:  EU Competition and IP Law 
 

	PARTNERS INSTITUTIONS
	Commercial Courts (first and second instance), Administrative Courts and other relevant Courts (e.g. Civil Courts) 

	OTHER RELEVANT INSTITUTIONS
	Judicial Academy, Intellectual Property Office, Commission for Protection of Competition

	ACTIVITY TYPE
	Training/Workshop

	CONTRIBUTION TO OUTPUT INDICATOR NUM
	OP.2.1. Number of state institutions and non-state actors supported by the intervention 
OP.2.2 Number of people trained by EU4IM

	DELIVERABLES
(if applicable)
	- Didactic materials with the content of the sessions, including the presentations, EU and Serbian cases (if applicable) that will be discussed, and the practical exercises used during the sessions
- Mission report summarizing the participation in the seminar, main findings, conclusions, and possible suggestions (topics, orientation, new actions) that could contribute to further improve the technical capacity of the Serbian judiciary.


	ESTIMATED TIME OF DEDICATION
	5 working days per Itinerary and Trainer

	TIME FRAME 
	See table 1 for the tentative dates
The timeframe structure consists of 2 remote working days (one prior to the training and another within one week after the training) and 3 presential working days in Belgrade


	PERFORMANCE MODALITY
	1 remote working day (preparation of the agenda with the feedback of the Serbian institutions and finalization of deliverables): 250 € /day 

2-3 field working days in Belgrade: 450€/day


	DESK WORK
	Preparation of the mission, compiling both technical and contextual information to adapt the training, including needs and main challenges. Draft of the materials.

	FIELD WORK
	Delivery of the presentations
Preparation of practical cases 
Foster participation for discussion of the cases


	LOGISTICS
	EU4IM project covers all travel costs and the per diems (165 € per day) related to experts’ mobilization.
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Seminar #1: EU Trademarks and

Community Designs

EU Law topics:
> Trademarks:

- First Council Directive 89/104/EEC of 21 December 1988 to
approximate the laws of the Member States relating to trade marks

- Directive 2008/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 22 October 2008 to approximate the laws of the Member States relating
to trade marks

- Regulation (EU) 2017/1001 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 14 June 2017 on the European Union trade mark
» Community Designs:

- Regulation (EU) 2024/2822 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 October 2024 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 6/2002
on Community designs and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No
2246/2002

- Directive (EU) 2024/2823 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 October 2024 on the legal protection of designs (recast)

> European Union Intellectual Property Office
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Seminar #2: Introduction to EU
Competition Law. Digital

Markets
EUTopics:

> Treaty on the Functioning of The European Union, articles 101 to 106
* Introduction to the basic economic concepts of Eu competition law
= Market definition
- Theory of harm
- Economic Tests and tools
* Digital Markets:
= REGULATION (EU) 2022/1925 on contestable and fair markets in the
digital sector. Digital Markets Act
= REGULATION (EU) 2022/2065, on a Single Market For Digital Services.

Digital Services Act
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Seminar #3: EU Competition

Public Enforcement, article 101
EUTopics:

» Treaty on the Functioning of The European Union, Article 101:

= Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2003 of implementation of the rules on
competition laid down in Articles 81 and 82 of the Treaty.

= Commission Regulation (EC) No 773/2004 relating to the conduct of
proceedings by the Commission pursuant to Articles 81 and 82 of the EC
Treaty

= Guidelines on the application of Article 81(3) of the Treaty

= Council Regulation (EC) No 139/2004 on the control of concentrations
between undertakings (the EC Merger Regulation)

= Commission Regulation (EU) No 330/2010 on vertical agreements
and concerted practices-

- Guidelines on the applicability of Article 101 of the Treaty on the

Functioning of the European Union to horizontal co-operation agreements
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Seminar #4: EU Geographical

Indications
EUTopics:

* Geographical Indications:

- Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 on geographical indications for wine, spirit
drinks and agricultural products, as well as traditional specialities
guaranteed and optional quality terms for agricultural products

= Regulation (Eu) 2023/2411 of the European Parliament and of the
Council  on the protection of geographical indications for craft and
industrial products

- Guidelines on the labelling of foodstuffs using PDOs or PGls as

ingredients
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Seminar #5: EU Competition

Public Enforcement, article 102
EUTopics:

- Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2003 of implementation of the rules on
competition laid down in Articles 81 and 82 of the Treaty.

- Commission Regulation (EC) No 773/2004 relating to the conduct of
proceedings by the Commission pursuant to Articles 81 and 82 of the EC
Treaty
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Seminar #6: EU Patent Law
EUTopics:

> Convention on the Grant of European Patent (European Patent
Convention)

> Regulation (Eu) No 1257/2012 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 17 December 2012, implementing enhanced cooperation in the

area of the creation of unitary patent protection.
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Seminar #7: EU Competition
Private Enforcement. Mergers
and State Aid

EUTopics:

> Directive 2014/104/Eu of the European Parliament and of the Council of
26 November 2014 on certain rules governing actions for damages under
national law for infringements of the competition law provisions of the
Member States and of the European Union

» Communication from the Commission on quantifying harm in actions for
damages based on breaches of Article 101 or 102 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union

> Practical guide: quantifying harm in actions for damages based on
breaches of article 101 or 102 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union

> Guidelines for national courts on how to estimate the share of
overcharge which was passed on to the indirect purchaser

> Council Regulation (Ec) No 139/2004, on the control of concentrations

between undertakings
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Seminar #8: EU Copyright

EUTopics:

> Directive 2000/31/EC on certain legal aspects of information society
services, in particular electronic commerce, in the Internal Market (Directive
on electronic commerce)

> Directive 2001/29/EC on the harmonisation of certain aspects of
copyright and related rights in the information society

> Directive 2006/115/EC on rental right and lending right and on certain
rights related to copyright in the field of intellectual property .

> Directive 2012/28/EU on certain permitted uses of orphan works

> Directive2014/26EU on collective management of copyright and related
rights and multi-territorial licensing of rights in musical works for online use
in the internal market

> Directive (EU) 2019/790 on copyright and related rights in the Digital
Single Market

*> Directive 96/9/EC on the legal protection of databases

> Directive 2009/24/EC on the legal protection of computer programs
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Seminar #9: European IP and
Competition Law and Criminal
Proceedings

EU and national Topics:
> Competition Law: Cartels and Restrictive Agreements. Abuse of a
dominant position
*> Intellectual Property law:
- Trademarks
- Geographical indications
- Copyrights and related rights
- Patents and designs

> European Criminal Cooperation tools
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DAY 1 Morning Session

08:30-09:00

09:00.9:30

‘Welcome Words
Introduction to the semsinar

"Breaking the ice” exercise

09:30-10:30

Topic1

EU Experts
National Experts

‘Presentation and discussion

10:30-11:00

Coffe-Break.

11:00.12:30

Topic 2 and Workshop.

EU Experts
National Esperts

Hypothetical n° I

+ Workshop in Groups of Judges: 20 mins.
+ Wrap-up and discussion: 20 mins

12:3013:30
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Day 1 Afternoon Session

Topic3

EU Experts
National Esperts

‘Presentation and discussion

1430-15:00 | Coffe Break.

15:00-16:30 | Topic 4 and workshop

EU Experts
National Esperts

Hypothetical n° 2

+ Workshop in Groups of Judges: 20 mins.
+ Wrap-up and discussion: 20 mins

End of the day 1
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DAY 2 Morning Session

09:00-10:00

Topic s

EU Experts
National Experts

Presentation and discussion

10:00-11:30

Topic 6 and Workshop.

EU Experts
National Experts

Hypothetical n° 3:

+ Workshop in Groups of Judges: 20 mins.
+ Wrap-up and discussion: 20 mins

Coffe Break

12:0013:00

Eu and Serbia. Comparative Judicial Practice in National Law

National Experts. Round table-discussion

‘Wrap-up and closing remarks

‘End of the seminar
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